
22 Sept 2006, Academic Mobility/Turku Sabine Ylönen, CALS, University of Jyväskylä 1

Training of Academic Discourse Training of Academic Discourse 
Practises for Exchange Students Practises for Exchange Students 

with Ewith E--MaterialMaterial



22 Sept 2006, Academic 
Mobility/Turku 2

Sabine Ylönen, CALS, University of 
Jyväskylä

Training of Academic Discourse Practises Training of Academic Discourse Practises 
for Exchange Students with Efor Exchange Students with E--MaterialMaterial

1.1. EUROMOBILEUROMOBIL
2.2. ExampleExample: German EUROMOBIL : German EUROMOBIL programmeprogramme

1.1. WhichWhich academic academic discoursediscourse practicespractices??
2.2. WhichWhich genregenre featuresfeatures??
3.3. WhatWhat kindkind of of taskstasks and and exercises? exercises? 

(( focus on a German lecture)focus on a German lecture)
3.3. SummarySummary
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1 EUROMOBIL: 1 EUROMOBIL: 
Hybrid Hybrid multimediamultimedia programmeprogramme

CDCD--ROM ROM withwith links to links to thethe webweb

EE--materialmaterial to support student to support student 
mobilitymobility
TargetTarget groupgroup::
exchangeexchange studentsstudents
TargetTarget languageslanguages::

DE, EN, FI, HU + DE, EN, FI, HU + 
2007 FR, PT, CZ, PL, RO2007 FR, PT, CZ, PL, RO

CourseCourse organisationorganisation::
autonomousautonomous oror blendedblended learninglearning
NeedsNeeds analysisanalysis::
levelslevels, , contentscontents, , skillsskills

Developed with the support of the European Commission
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Levels and Levels and ContentsContents

EUROMOBIL FI (& HU)EUROMOBIL FI (& HU)

Beginner level
Study - & every day life situations

EN as supportive language

EUROMOBIL EN (& DE)EUROMOBIL EN (& DE)

Advanced level
Oral study situations

Unilingual
Links to the web



22 Sept 2006, Academic 
Mobility/Turku 5

Sabine Ylönen, CALS, University of 
Jyväskylä

www.euro-mobil.org

EUROMOBIL Website EUROMOBIL Website 

Information  
Demo 
Forum  

Programme download free of charge:
http://http://www.solki.jyu.fiwww.solki.jyu.fi//englishenglish//publicationspublications//euromobileuromobil
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2 The German EUROMOBIL 
programme

Developing e-material for academic 
discourse training
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2.1 Which academic discourse practises are 2.1 Which academic discourse practises are 
important for exchange students in Germany?important for exchange students in Germany?

NeedsNeeds analysisanalysis surveysurvey 20002000--01 & 200101 & 2001--02: Jena, Dresden, Berlin02: Jena, Dresden, Berlin
81 81 respondentsrespondents

More Information Needed on
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Focus on academic discourse training
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ModesModes of of studyingstudying

AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

74 %: different form of studying at their home university74 %: different form of studying at their home university
Same labels of academic practices Same labels of academic practices ≠≠ same practicesame practice

Student'sStudent's paperpaper in a in a seminarseminar: DE ": DE "ReferatReferat”” oraloral / FI / FI ””referaattireferaatti”” writtenwritten
ExamsExams: DE : DE oftenoften oraloral, FI: , FI: mainlymainly writtenwritten
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Experiences as an exchange student Experiences as an exchange student 
in Germanyin Germany

““KirjoittaaKirjoittaa eiei tarttetartte osataosata..””
““You donYou don’’t need to know how to writet need to know how to write””

Finnish exchange student Finnish exchange student 
(Bonn, biology)(Bonn, biology)
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Content and Global Target Skills of the
German EUROMOBIL programme

Study Advice:Study Advice:

Differences Differences 
between certain between certain 
forms of university forms of university 
courses and examscourses and exams

Study Advice, Lecture, Seminar, Exam
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Study Advice: LectureStudy Advice: Lecture
A lecture is actually the holiest event at the A lecture is actually the holiest event at the 
university because from all people only the university because from all people only the 
professor has the right to give a lecture, in professor has the right to give a lecture, in 
Germany. At the university, a lecture has the Germany. At the university, a lecture has the 
lowest status because, in art history, you sit in lowest status because, in art history, you sit in 
a dark room, and hear somebody lecturing in a dark room, and hear somebody lecturing in 
front, mostly with a hundred or more people, front, mostly with a hundred or more people, 
and often you catch up with your lacking and often you catch up with your lacking 
night sleep. Usually you donnight sleep. Usually you don’’t get credits for t get credits for 
this. But you can, especially when you come this. But you can, especially when you come 
from abroad and need such proof, also attend from abroad and need such proof, also attend 
a small exam. But this is unusual.a small exam. But this is unusual.

0:46

Lecture: DE mass event Lecture: DE mass event monologuemonologue, FI: less students , FI: less students more interactivemore interactive
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2.2 What are the special genre features of 2.2 What are the special genre features of 
academic discourse practises in Germany that academic discourse practises in Germany that 

are important for exchange students?are important for exchange students?

Studies on lectures Studies on lectures DDifficultiesifficulties in comprehending:in comprehending:
global structureglobal structure
topic or subtopic within the development of the whole topic or subtopic within the development of the whole 
lecturelecture
main and additional informationmain and additional information
explicative and repetitive sequencesexplicative and repetitive sequences
special lexis special lexis 
evaluationsevaluations (Wiemer et al. 1998, Schlabach 2000)
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2.2 What are the special genre features of 2.2 What are the special genre features of 
academic discourse practises in Germany that academic discourse practises in Germany that 

are important for exchange students?are important for exchange students?

Authentic recordings Authentic recordings 
Analysis with view to language training Analysis with view to language training 
purposespurposes
EditingEditing

"raisins in the cake"  "raisins in the cake"  
"cake as a whole"cake as a whole““

SequencesSequences fromfrom::
BeginningBeginning –– MiddleMiddle –– EndEnd
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EditedEdited lecturelecture: : 
““Marketing of consumer goodsMarketing of consumer goods””

(University of (University of BielefeldBielefeld))

Analysis and Analysis and editingediting of a of a lecturelecture: 90 min total : 90 min total ≈≈ 5 min:5 min:
IntroductionIntroduction
MiddleMiddle: : presentationpresentation of of ““WellsWells’’ model measuring the model measuring the 
readiness to buyreadiness to buy”” ((withwith explicationsexplications and and evaluationsevaluations))
EndEnd
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2.3 How can tasks and exercises for e2.3 How can tasks and exercises for e--material be material be 
designed to practise oral academic discourse skills?designed to practise oral academic discourse skills?

AimsAims in in designingdesigning
thethe LectureLecture modulemodule

Training of Training of skillsskills neededneeded in in 
lectureslectures:: ComprehensionComprehension & & 

notesnotes takingtaking

RaisingRaising awarenessawareness forfor
cultureculture boundbound characteristicscharacteristics::

MassMass eventsevents

EE--Material:Material: restrictionsrestrictions
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RestrictionsRestrictions of eof e--materialmaterial

ProductiveProductive skillsskills
IndividualIndividual feedbackfeedback > > demandingdemanding and and expensiveexpensive
programmingprogramming

Hybride Hybride programmesprogrammes and and blendedblended learninglearning
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TasksTasks: : LectureLecture

Global Global comprehensioncomprehension ((structurestructure))
LocalLocal comprehensioncomprehension ((vocabularyvocabulary))
SpecificSpecific genregenre featuresfeatures ((commentscomments and and 
explicationsexplications) ) 
Evaluation & Evaluation & discussiondiscussion ((ee--forumforum))
WritingWriting ((dictationdictation individualindividual feedbackfeedback))
SpeakingSpeaking ((voicevoice recordingrecording))
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EE--forumforum discussiondiscussion

""FirstFirst I I havehave to to saysay thatthat itit waswas
notnot easyeasy to to understandunderstand becausebecause the the 
professorprofessor speaksspeaks soso fastfast."."

""I'veI've donedone everythingeverything fromfrom sleepingsleeping
to to knittingknitting . . MaybeMaybe youyou
shouldshould listen listen betterbetter butbut thenthen itit
wouldwould bebe best to best to sitsit in front."in front."

RaisingRaising awarenessawareness forfor
cultureculture boundbound characteristicscharacteristics
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EE--forum discussionforum discussion

"I "I thinkthink thatthat lectureslectures in in GermanyGermany areare moremore formalformal
thanthan in Finland. in Finland. ProfessorsProfessors keepkeep moremore distancedistance to to 
studentsstudents. In . In GermanyGermany youyou havehave to to addressaddress a a professorprofessor
withwith the the formalformal youyou ("("SieSie") ") whereaswhereas in Finland in Finland itit is is 
quitequite normalnormal to to useuse an an informalinformal formform of of addressaddress. . ……
WhenWhen wewe gogo to to GermanyGermany wewe havehave to to getget to to learnlearn to to 
understandunderstand the the GermanGerman wayway of life."of life."
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Hierarchy at German UniversitiesHierarchy at German Universities

On On thethe wall of wall of thethe lecturelecture theatretheatre, , 
therethere areare threethree wardrobewardrobe hookshooks and and 
aboveabove themthem a a signsign ""OnlyOnly forfor
professorsprofessors." ." NextNext dayday, a , a notenote isis
tapedtaped beneathbeneath: ": "ButBut youyou cancan hang hang 
up up coatscoats therethere tootoo."."
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4 4 SummarySummary

EUROMOBIL programmes EUROMOBIL programmes support student support student 
mobilitymobility
Needs analysisNeeds analysis
Advanced level:Advanced level: oral academicoral academic discoursediscourse trainingtraining
Authentic recordings Authentic recordings analysis analysis genre specific genre specific 
features of academic practises features of academic practises 
Examle: LectureExamle: Lecture in Germany in Germany 
TasksTasks: : listeninglistening comprehensioncomprehension ((structurestructure, , evaluationsevaluations) ) 
–– writingwriting –– discussiondiscussion
EE--material: material: receptivereceptive oral oral skillsskills trainingtraining ((multimodalitymultimodality) ) 
& & culturalcultural competencecompetence


