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1 New 1 New LearningLearning EnvironmentsEnvironments::
computercomputer basedbased

Tool

Communicative Device

Medium for LT/LL
e-material, games …

CMC: authentic communication

presentation tools, e-dictionaries …

CMS
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2 2 Academic Discourse Training Academic Discourse Training 
with with EE--MaterialMaterial

ExampleExample: EUROMOBIL, oral : EUROMOBIL, oral examexam

PreparationPreparation forfor communicativecommunicative
conventionsconventions at at universitiesuniversities and and highschoolshighschools
of of thethe hosthost countrycountry, i. e. in , i. e. in educationaleducational
institutionsinstitutions
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2.1 2.1 Academic Academic DiscourseDiscourse ConventionsConventions

InstitutionalizedInstitutionalized
CertainCertain rolesroles forfor agentsagents and and clientsclients
CultureCulture boundbound
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Competences
Rights

Restricted possibilities to act within the frame
provided by the institution

ActantsActants in in institutionalinstitutional communicationcommunication

Agents Clients
Represent the

institution
Make use of the

institution
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TasksTasks forfor discoursediscourse organisationorganisation
and and actionaction constitutionconstitution

CooperationCooperation
UnderstandingUnderstanding
Time Time managementmanagement
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2.2 Oral 2.2 Oral ExamsExams

RolesRoles of of actantsactants and and clientsclients
TesteeTestee: : demonstratedemonstrate oneone‘‘ss ownown
knowledgeknowledge and and skillsskills
Tester: Tester: assessesassesses and and 
attestsattests//certifiescertifies a a testeetestee‘‘ss
knowledgeknowledge and and skillsskills

Genre Genre characteristicscharacteristics
Face to faceFace to face
QuestionQuestion--answeranswer sequencessequences
RoleRole specificspecific actionsactions (time (time 
managementmanagement, , changechange of of topicstopics, , 
evaluationevaluation))

The smile was nice, 
the answer unfortunately wrong.
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CultureCulture boundbound discoursediscourse conventionsconventions

„„WeWe preferprefer oral oral examsexams becausebecause in an oral in an oral examexam
oneone cancan promtpromt peoplepeople veryvery well well withwith mime mime oror a a 
smallsmall wordword. . In an oral In an oral examexam I I cancan, , forfor exampleexample, , 
givegive somebodysomebody a a hinthint byby lookinglooking shockedshocked oror
encouraginglyencouragingly oror, in , in termsterms of an alternative, I of an alternative, I cancan
saysay ‚‚MaybeMaybe thisthis isis betterbetter afterafter all.all.’’ LikeLike in a in a 
quizquiz, , likelike in a TV in a TV quizquiz..““
((QuotationQuotation fromfrom EUROMOBIL: EUROMOBIL: StudyStudy AdviceAdvice))
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OtherOther CountriesCountries -- OtherOther CustomsCustoms

II’’mm alsoalso gladglad thatthat wewe, in , in factfact, , havehave onlyonly writtenwritten examsexams.. II’’mm sure my sure my 
gradesgrades wouldwould bebe lowerlower ifif wewe hadhad oraloral examsexams becausebecause I I getget nervousnervous in in 
situationssituations likelike thatthat and and forgetforget everythingeverything thatthat I I havehave learnedlearned..
((ExcerptExcerpt fromfrom EUROMOBILEUROMOBIL--ForumForum: : FinnishFinnish studentstudent))

ExamsExams areare totallytotally differentdifferent. In Finland, . In Finland, oneone mainlymainly studiesstudies for a for a 
fourfour hourhour writtenwritten examexam oror doesdoes projectsprojects of of varyingvarying lengthlength. . ThereThere areare
no no oraloral examsexams.. OneOne mustmust definitelydefinitely knowknow the the languagelanguage veryvery wellwell for for 
oraloral examsexams ifif theythey havehave to to bebe takentaken in in GermanGerman.. ((ExcerptExcerpt fromfrom
EUROMOBILEUROMOBIL--ForumForum: : FinnishFinnish studentstudent))

www.euro-mobil.org
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EUROMOBIL EUROMOBIL ObjectiveObjective

PreparationPreparation forfor oral academic oral academic discoursediscourse conventionsconventions
StudyStudy adviceadvice
LectureLecture
SeminarSeminar
Oral Oral examexam

AuthenticAuthentic oral oral communicationcommunication
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2.3 2.3 EE--Material DesignMaterial Design
ExampleExample: Oral : Oral ExamExam

1.1. What are the special genre features of oral exams that What are the special genre features of oral exams that 
are important for foreign language learners? are important for foreign language learners? 

2.2. How to prepare field specific examples of oral exams How to prepare field specific examples of oral exams 
for learners of different subjects?for learners of different subjects?

3.3. How to design tasks and exercises for eHow to design tasks and exercises for e--material for material for 
practising academic discourse skills?practising academic discourse skills?

Examples: authentic oral chemistry examsExamples: authentic oral chemistry exams
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ExamplesExamples: : AbtestatAbtestat, Kolloquium, Kolloquium

Prof.: Which steps would you take in case
of a threatening gas explosion?

Stud.: Very long steps, Professor!
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Video Video BasedBased EE--Material DesignMaterial Design

Synopsis Synopsis 
AuthenticAuthentic AVAV--recordingsrecordings
TranscriptionTranscription and and analysisanalysis
EditingEditing
StoryboardStoryboard forfor taskstasks and and exercisesexercises
Design and Design and implementationimplementation
TestTest
CorrectionsCorrections
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TasksTasks

VocabularyVocabulary
ListeningListening comprehensioncomprehension
Analysis Analysis 
EvaluationEvaluation
WritingWriting, , SpeakingSpeaking
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AnalysisAnalysis

GuidingGuiding signalssignals and and 
commentscomments

QuestionsQuestions, , furtherfurther questionsquestions
LimitedLimited agreementagreement ((joajoa//yeeesyeees))
ObjectionObjection ((aber/aber/butbut))
ConfirmationConfirmation, , agreementagreement ((gut/good, gut/good, 
mhmmhm, , iterationiteration of of answeranswer Als Als IlmenitIlmenit. . 
……also das also das IlmenitIlmenit/as /as IlmenitIlmenit …… thethe
IlmenitIlmenit nownow thenthen.).)
EmphasizingEmphasizing thethe expectedexpected
((intermediateintermediate) ) answeranswer ((Das Das isis‘‘ auch auch 
praktisch der Grundstein dann/praktisch der Grundstein dann/ThatThat‘‘ss
practicallypractically thethe basisbasis thenthen))
Evaluation (Evaluation (gut/good gut/good ++ summarysummary of of 
expectedexpected answersanswers,, Das ist sehr Das ist sehr 
schschöön/n/thatthat‘‘ss veryvery nicenice.).)

Expected answer
chain

Extraction of titanium

Ilmenite as basis

Production of titanium
tetrajodide or -chloride in the

Kroll process

Purification after van-Arkel-de-
Beur
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TypesTypes of of TasksTasks and and ExercisesExercises

Communicative
skills training

•Global comprehension
•Listening & reading
comprehension
•Vocabulary & 
abbreviations
•Interaction strategies
(presentation, questions)
•Evaluation & discussion
•Writing & speaking

Right-Wrong Feedback

User Feedback
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RestrictionsRestrictions

ProductiveProductive skillsskills
IndividualIndividual feedbackfeedback > > demandingdemanding and and expensiveexpensive
programmingprogramming

Hybride Hybride programmesprogrammes and and blendedblended learninglearning
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Feedback Feedback fromfrom StudentsStudents

What did you learn in the exam module?

What an oral exam is like in Germany.

Vocabulary, different word meanings (everyday/LSP)

What an ‚Abtestat‘ is.

That an exam does not necessarily have to be such a horrible 
experience, if the professor helps. 
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3 3 SummarySummary
1)1) Important characteristics of oral exams for foreign language leaImportant characteristics of oral exams for foreign language learners:rners:

GuidingGuiding commentscomments of of thethe testertester
CollaborativeCollaborative discoursediscourse constructionconstruction

2)2) FacilitatingFacilitating and and supportivesupportive programmeprogramme partsparts ((helphelp to to comprehendcomprehend LSP)LSP)
ExercisesExercises: : vocabularyvocabulary, , listeninglistening comprehensioncomprehension
GlossaryGlossary

3)3) Tasks for academic discourse training Tasks for academic discourse training 
Analysis of Analysis of interactioninteraction
Evaluation (Forum)Evaluation (Forum)
BlendedBlended LearningLearning

AddedAdded valuevalue of of ee--materialsmaterials:  :  multimedialitymultimediality & & autonomyautonomy
PreparationPreparation forfor academic academic communicativecommunicative conventionsconventions
Authentic AV-recordings

cooperationcooperation
ensuringensuring understandingunderstanding
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